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BRIMFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING 2/28/2012
Members Present: Matt Toth, Ian Lynch, Roger deBruyn, Joe Collins, Lee Goodspeed
Meeting Opens: 7:52 PM – Ian Lynch
7:53 PM Public Hearing: NOI James Hopkins DEP # 117-0310 – Septic – Ian Lynch Opens meeting
Brimfield Board of Health has still not approved a septic plan for Mr. Hopkins.  Carol Warren will notify Angela Panaccione when said permit is approved.  Joe Collins recues himself from the meeting to attend as an abutter.
Motion made by Lee Goodspeed to continue meeting to 7:50 PM on Tuesday March 13, 2012
Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 1 abstain

Motion Carries

Hearing Closes: 7:54 PM
7:55 PM: Pay MACC Conference Bill

Ian Lynch, Matt Toth, Joe Collins and Lee Goodspeed signed the payable voucher for $220.00 to MACC for conference fees for Angela Panaccione and Lee Goodspeed.
7:57 PM: Sign Payroll   – Ian Lynch Opens
Motion made by Roger deBruyn to sign payable voucher for Angela Panaccione for the amount of $409.50 for 26 hours.  $315.00 from account 01-0171-5114 and $94.50 from account 14-0171-4382 for the pay period of 2/12/2012 to 2/25/2012.  

Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

8:00 PM Violation: Stewart ( Across from 101 Hollow Rd – Ian Lynch Opens

We still have had no contact yet with the property owner.  Jacqueline Holman of 101 Hollow Road will notify the BCC if she see’s any work taking place on the property.  Angela also contacted Sue Hilker to see if she has another address on file for Mr. Stewart and Sue also has the same address in CT.  Sue also informed Angela that the property is in tax title.  
Angela also spoke with the realtor Amy Gerrish to see if she can contact Mr. Stewart. She informed Angela the Mr. Stewart has installed erosion control twice now in the form of hay bales and they have been stolen both times. She also informed Angela the address is correct and that Mr. Stewart has changed his phone number recently.  Ms. Gerrish will inform the property owner that we wish to speak to him and have him call the office as soon as possible.  She will also stress that the area does indeed need stabilization.  If Mr. Stewart does contact us Angela will inform him that he needs to cease and desist all work on the property, stabilize the area and come before the board to discuss the issue at hand.  If possible schedule time for our next meeting.
Angela also spoke with Mark Stinson from the DEP and he informed her that the DEP cannot take the case without solid proof that the erosion from the work on the site is causing sediment to run off into the brook directly.  A video would be preferential. Angela will contact Mark again about how to proceed.  We have two major issues: 1) we cannot contact the property owner so there is no way to serve the enforcement order, and 2) the site is in need of stabilization soon because when a heavy rain comes all the exposed soil will run-off into the brook again.

Lee Goodspeed suggested that we place straw bales there ourselves and suggested we speak with Zac from the Highway Department to see the exact width of the road and if the area needed for stabilization is part of town property.  That way we could do it ourselves and not infringe on people’s property rights.

8:25 PM Violation: Wawrzonke - 27 Holland Road – Ian Lynch Opens

The Wawrzonke have violated both Enforcement Orders (EO).  There has been no correspondence from them at this point.  Angela emailed and called Zach from Zach’s landscaping to see if he could attend today’s meeting @ 8:15 PM to go over the paperwork filled. No response was given and he did not appear before the board as requested.  Angela developed some maps using GIS of the property and using several layers to identify the various wetlands present, the proximity to rivers and streams, the buffer zones of such, and to see if there was endangered species, their habitat or any vernal pools present.  The analysis showed the work was being done in what appears to be riverfront, but an additional site assessment with exact measures should be conducted.  Additionally, Angela believes there is another additional violation to address on the other side of the property having to do with endangered species habitat.  
Mark Stinson informed Angela that the current EO is not strong enough to be enforceable and taken over by the DEP.  He supplied Angela with examples of EO that are enforceable, which she shared with the board.  Mark also stated that the second EO could be viewed as in compliance; due to the fact an NOI was submitted, even though incomplete.  Ian will speak to Mark again about the issue.

A site visit will be conducted Saturday March 10, 2011 at 9am.  We will directly measure the distance from the stream channel to the work area and take additional pictures showing the pileup of debris and the how close the work is to a river front.  Pictures will also be taken of the BVW and the channel itself.  Ian will look for his pictures of the initial site visit conducted on Saturday November 26, 2011 showing the area after the first enforcement order, before the area was used to stock pile storm debris.  The model EO provided will serve as a template for writing a better EO.
8:47 PM: Casino Update

The Board of Selectmen sent a memo to all town agencies informing them to not accept any donations what so ever from the MGM or Rolling Hill Estates.  We have still not received any fillings from them either.  We requested they submit and ANRAD and Mr. Callahan informed us the wetlands were being flagged for review.  Upon submission of any filling from the casino BCC will consider hiring an outside consultant for review.  There has not been a casino task force meeting recently, but there will be a non-binding question at town meeting addressing the casino.  
9:00 PM: Annual Report

Okay, there are grammatical errors to be corrected.  A discussion was had over whether or not to leave the ANRAD section in the table, since it was all zero.  It was decided it should stay because it is a type of project we could see, especially with the casino development.  
9:22 PM: Bylaw Discussion

Angela Panaccione drafted a set of non-zoning bylaws for the Town of Brimfield and highlighted the sections that differ from the WPA and supplied it to the board as a hard copy.  She will also send the highlighted bylaws to the board by the end of the week.  This will give all commissioners sufficient time to review the differences, make correction, suggestions or deletions as needed and be prepared for a in depth discussion at the next meeting on Tuesday March 13, 2012.  Any changes requested will be emailed to the board.  There is still the discussion of the bylaws being too long and was suggested that we speak with the bylaws committee about what legally has to be in there and what does not.  If the board agrees to submit them, they will then go to the bylaw committee for review.  The bylaw committee will also hold two public hearing on them before they even appear before the public at town meeting

A discussion was had over the likelihood of passing them at town meeting.  It was suggested the most important thing needed to pass bylaws is to get people to understand the need for them and where the WPA is lacking and why additional enforcement would be beneficial. Angela is working on a power point presentation for town meeting addressing the differences and the need for them.  We also need to identify the possible objection before hand and be prepared to address them proficiently.  We also need someone who is able to speak effectively at town meeting about the bylaws, Angela was recommended.
Concerns rose about the bylaws included:

1. The actual need for them.  If they are already there in the state law why add more restrictions?

2. Fee’s will hurt people financially 

3. Defining vernal pools

4. Too long 

Meeting adjourned 10:45 PM – Declared by Chair Ian Lynch
Sincerely Submitted

Angela Panaccione

BCC Assist.

Salisbury Annex Bld.


23 Main Street


Brimfield, MA 01010


 Office: 413-245-4100 ext. 8


FAX: 413-245-4111





TOWN OF BRIMFIELD


CONSERVATION COMMISSION


COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 01010











1

